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IRISH MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 



General Register Office, 

Charlemont House, 

Dublin, 30 th Sept., 1880. 

Sir, — Referring to your Minute of the 27th of March last, I have the honour, to 
forward, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the following 
Report and Tables concerning Irish Agricultural Labourers who annually seek work 
at a distance from their homes. ] 

In the year 1841 an attempt was made, in connexion with the Census of that period, 
to ascertain the number of natives of Ireland who became “ temporary emigrants ” in 
order to supplement their earnings at home by wages obtained for assisting in work 
of various kinds in England’ and Scotland. The following statement, extracted from 
the Census Report of 1841, pp. xxv.-xxvii., points out clearly the extent and nature 
of the inquiry then carried out : — 

“ We have already stated that we had taken measures to obviate certain inconveniences, which we 
had reason to apprehend would arise from the lateness of the season at which the census was taken. 
Of these the principal arose from -the feet, familiar to every one acquainted with Ireland, that in the 
month of June the agricultural population is in a state of considerable movement, the labourer's 
resorting, in search of work, to neighbouring counties, which require more labour than the resident 
population can supply, and many proceeding to England and Scotland for the purpose of reaping the 
harvest. The numbers thus migrating to Great Britain having been variously stated, we required 
from the police at every port an enumeration of all the deck passengers who embarked on board the 
various packets during the summer of 1841. For this purpose a competent officer was stationed at 
each packet office, and each person, as he received his ticket for embarking, was asked from what 
county he came. The results of this inquiry are exhibited in the Table No. 3 of Home Emigration. 
The number who had gone before the 6th June was 5,481 ; before the 1st July, 13,997 ; and in the 
whole summer, 57,651. Of this number Connaught furnished 25,118, and the single county of 
Mayo 10,430. The great majority of these labourer's embarked at Drogheda and Dublin, and disem- 
barked at Liverpool- 

“ Ulster ranks next in point of numbers, having contributed 19,312, of whom the greatest portion 
from any one county came from Donegal. The next largest amorrnt came from Londonderry, and 
the next from Tyrone. These appear to have chiefly embarked from Londonderry and Belfast, and 
to have proceeded to Scotland. 

“ Leinster has contributed 11,404, of whom 5,025 came from Dublin, and thejr appear to have 
gone to Liverpool. 

“ From Munster, the most populous province in Ireland, containing more than one-fourth of the 
whole population, i.e., 2,39G,10l, only 1,817 labourers proceeded to Great Britain. 

“ The following statement shows the number which sailed from each port at which returns were 
compiled : — 







Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Londonderry and Portmsh, . 


10,545 


772 


11,317 


Belfast, 




6,490 


987 


7,477 


Warrenpoint, 




1,621 


119 


1,740 


Dundalk, 




1,841 


353 


2,194 


Drogheda, 




13,321 


465 


13,786 


Dublin, 




15,303 


4,388 


19,691 


Wexford, 




304 


182 


486 


Waterford, . 




47 


2 


49 


Cork, 




439 


472 


914 




Total, 


49,911 


7,740 


57,651 



“ It should here be remarked that no inconsiderable number of harvest labourers embark on hoard 
steam vessels which occasionally lie to on the coast for the convenience of passengers in the summer 
season. Of this class it is manifest no account could be obtained. 

“ We also ascertained the ages of 45,848 of the persons who thus emigrated, and of those ages we 
found that more than two-tnirds were, as might be expected, between the ages of sixteen and 
thirty-six. * 

“ We have no means of knowing how many of those people remained in England. On then- return 
to Ireland they land in such haste that all attempts to count them were abandoned. We had not 
tie power of counting them on embarkation at English ports, and the returns of the Steam Packet 
Companies are not complete. But if we assume 40,000 of these 57,651 to return, leaving the 
remainder as permanent residents or foreign emigrants, and each to bring hack £5 with him. which 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 6 

the passengers. In order to estimate the number of “ harvestmen ” passing through 
the port of Dublin I applied to the Chairman of the Midland Railway who, with the 
greatest courtesy and kindness, has furnished me with all available information on the 
subject. 

The returns collected at the ports resulted in the information contained in the 
following statement : — 



Return showing the Number of Labourers who left each of the undermentioned Ports during the 
several periods in 1880, below specified, for temporary employment in England or Scotland. 



Ports. 


During period 
prior to 15 th 


March 15th 


AprU. 


May. 




July. 


August. 


Total to 
end of 
August. 


Ballina, 




(550*) 




53+ 


571 


369 


59 


1,602 


Belfast, 


J 


222 


539 


779 


454 


522 


605 


3,121 


Cork, 








12 


29 


14 




55 


Drogheda, . 


t 


13 


58 


115 


93 


59 


45 


383 


Dundalk, . 


79 


38 


145 


139 


203 


111 


60 


775 


Larne, 


90 


22 


72 


38 


8 


30 


65 


325 


Londonderry, 


645 


210 


382 


677 


832 


998 


1,539 


5,283 


Newry, 


+ 


24 


72 


54 


59 


29 


29 


267 


Portrush, . 


110 


7 


5 


19 


5 


36 


24 


206 


Sligo, 


116 


52 


191 


225 


490 


482 


92 


1,647 


Warrenpoint, 


50 


27 






2 


3 


1 


83 


Waterford, 


54 


10 


8 


39 


28 


26 


3 


168 


Westport, . 


139 


55 


164 


112 


43 


124 


10 


647 


Wexford, . 


7 


2 


12 


11 


6 


11 


2 


51 


Total, 


4,169 


2,273 


2,823 


2,814 


2,534 


14,613 



* From 1st January to 15th May (estimated by Enumerator). t from 15th to 31st May. 1 Numbers cannot he ascertained. 



The following information has been obtained from the Midland Railway Company : — 

Number of Harvestmen conveyed over the Midland Great Western Railway System from the 
undermentioned Stations during the Season of 1880. 



Station. 




Number 

of 

Harvestmen. 


Poor Law Union. 


County. 


Mullingar, . 




6 


Mullingar, 


Westmeath. 


Athlone, 




114 


Athlone, . 


Do. 


Ballinasloe, 




221 


Ballinasloe, 


Galway. 


Woodlawn, 




265 


Do. 


Do. 


Athenry, . 




518 


Loughrea, 


Do. 


Galway, 




6 


Galway, 


Do. 


Edgeworthstown, 




212 


Granard, . 


Longford. 


Longford, . 




234 


Longford, . 


Do. 






175 


Mohill, . 


Leitrim. 






322 


Carrick-on-Shannon, . 


Do. 


Boyle, 




4S5 


Boyle, 


Roscommon. 


Ballymote, . 




1,428 


Sligo, . ... 


Sligo. 


Sligo, 




193 


Do. ... 


Do. 


Float, 




8 


Granard, . 


Westmeath. 


Crossdoney, 




2 


Cavan, 


Cavan. 


Edmondstown, 

Ballagkaderreen, 




25 


Castlereagh, 


Mayo. 




4,701 


Do. 


Do. 


Roscommon, 




945 


Roscommon, 


Roscommon. 


Donamon, . 




37 


Do. 


Do. 


Ballymoe, . 




551 


Giennamaddy, 


Galway. 


Castlereagh, 




943 


Castlereagh, 


Roscommon. 


Ballinlough, 




740 


Do. 


Do. 


Ballykaunis, 




4,162 


Claremorris, 


Mayo. 


Claremorris, 




1,997 


Do. 


Do. 


Balia, 




1,032 


Castlebar, . 


Do. 


Manulla, 




119 


Do. 


Do. 


Castlebar, . 




1,999 


Do. 


Do. 


Westport, . 




1,689 


Westport, . 


Do. 


Foxford, 




1,898 


Swineford, 


Do. 


Ballina, 

Total, . . 




2,632 

27,659 


Ballina, 


Do. 
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With the view of carrying out the other portion of the inquiry, namely, ascertaining 
at the homes of the Migratory Agricultural Labourers, their number and condition of 
life, the following instructions were added to those usually issued to members of the 
Royal Irish Constabulary, and the Metropolitan Police force, who act as superintendents 
and enumerators of the Agricultural Statistics : — 

"VI. — Migratory Agricultural Labourers. 

“1. By order of the Government a new form has been constructed — Form M — each Enumerator will 
carefully ascertain and enter thereon the Names, &c., of all persons (Harvestmen) who, though usually 
resident in his enumeration district, are at the time of the above inquiry assisting in Agricultural 
operations («■) elsewhere in Ireland, or (b) in England, or (c) in Scotland ; also of those persons who 
are likely to be so employed during the season, the latter being marked with a cross thus x. 

“2. The Enumerator will carefully attend to the directions given on the Form, and fill it up in 
accordance with the ' Pattern Return.’ Should there be no case of the above kind in his District, 
a Form M should bo sent to this office marked * Nil.’ 

*' 3. Agricultural Labourers working outside the Enumeration District, who return daily to then 
homes within it, should not ho included in these Returns.” * * 

The following is a copy of the pattern return above referred to : — 



Pattern Return. 



Names of Persona usually Resilient in 
tlic above Enumeration District, 
who are at present assisting in Agricul- 
tural Operation* elsewhere, or who 
may Ur so employed during the Season — 
the latter being marked thus x. 


if such 

Pomona hold 

any I.tmd, 


Wlierc cncl: 


Person usually 


— 


.Whereat present 
Employed, or where 
likely to be Employed? 
Elsewhere in Ireland, 
in England, or in 
Scotland. 


in Statute 
Acres. 


Townland. 


Union. 


Electoral Division. 


John King, 


4 


Calier, 


Ballinrobe, 


Ballinrobe, . 


Scotland. 


Thomas O'Hara, . 


7 


„ 






f, 


x James O’Brien, 


— 






. 


„ 


Thomas King, 


5 


„ 




„ 


England. 


Patrick Grealy, . 


— 


Gorteenlynagh, 




» 


„ 


Michael Thornton, 


— 


Raliard, . 




n 


Elsewhere in Ireland. 


xThomos Toole, 


H 




” 


” 



. The information was collected with the Agricultural Statistics in June, and has been 
tabulated (seepages 13 to 18) by provinces, counties, and poor-law unions. 

From these returns it appears that there were in June of this year 22,900 persons 
(including 35 females), who had either left or intended to leave their homes to seek 
employment as agricultural labourers elsewhere. Of these, 7,995 had not left their 
homes at the time of the enumeration. 

From the returns collected by the enumerators of emigrants at. Irish ports, together 
with the information furnished ' by the authorities of the Midland Railway, it would 
appear that 42,272 agricultural labourers travelled as passengers journeying to seek 
employment at a distance from their homes. 

There is apparently a great discrepancy between the results obtained by. the two 
methods. 

I had ascertained some time since that a considerablenumber of the agricultural labourers 
who migrate annually to England pay two visits. This is an element which it is impos- 
sible accurately to eliminate from the emigration and railway returns. On inquiry at the 
Midland Railway I have been informed that, "about 2,000 go twice each year,” and 
that, "a large number remain in the counties near Dublin,” as for example, "a fanner 
at Clontarf had 14 Leitrim men working with him for four weeks. ”, The largest num- 
ber who travelled over the Midland line on “ harvestmen’s tickets ” during any of the 
past ten years was 34,000. Even after making full allowance for the number of those 
making the joufney twice in the year, which cannot be estimated higher than 3,000 per 
annum, the numbers returned from the ports and railway would still be some 16,00 
in excess of the number returned with the Agricultural Statistics. _ I believe, however, 
this discrepancy admits of explanation. The occupation of “ migratory agricultui 
labourer ” had been very unremunerative during the past few years, especially 
during the year 1879, so! much so, that the falling off .in the earnings ot t ose 
who followed it was a material element in causing the -distress which prevaile 
last winter. The agricultural returns were taken up at a “time when the favoura o 
harvest prospects had not fully developed themselves,* and the certainty of remu- 
nerative employment was. not. sufficiently assured to induce the labourers tom e 
up their minds to go, especially having regard to recent failures. It would thus 
seem that the rush of the migratory labourers was more sudden than usual, and that 
many who were not able to state their intentions in June wer§ induced by the brig 
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prospects to start from home. It appears, therefore, that the numbers returned by the 
agricultural enumerators represent those who steadily and habitually from year to year 
pursue the avocation of migratory agricultural labourer. If this supposition is correct it 
makes the returns the more valuable, when viewed from points other than that of mere 
numbers.* 

A review of the returns furnished by the agricultural enumerators shows in the first 
place that the total number of those in Ireland who pursue this particular kind of 
employment amounted in the year 1880 to 22,900, or at the rate of 4*2 per 1,000 of 
the population according to the Census of 1871. 

The migratory labourers appear with insignificant exceptions to be men, and men in 
the prime of life ; their homes are chiefly in the west and north-west of Ireland ; some 
are landholders, but the majority are not. The chief points of interest which arise in 
connexion with the migratory agricultural labourers are : — 

I. Their distribution in Ireland when at home. 

II. Their relative proportion to the population : — 

(a.) To the total population ; 

( b .) To the adult male population. 

III. Their social position when at home as measured by the extent of their holdings, 

if any. 

IV. Their destination. 

I. — The distribution of agricultural labourers in Ireland when at home. — This is shown 
in a general but very distinct manner in the following statement : — 

Table L — Showing for each County and Province the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, 

whose usual residence is situated therein; with the proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 

of the population. 







Migrator 








Migratory Agri- 






Labourer.. 




Population in 
1871. 


cultural Labourer.. 


Provinces and Counties. 


1871. 




Bate per 


Provinces and Counties. 




Rata por | 






Number. 


tho Popu- 
lation. 






Number. 


J 


Leinster Province : 








Ulster Province : 








Carlow County, 
Dublin „ 

Kildare „ 
Kilkenny „ 
King’s „ 


51,650 

405,262 

83,614 

109,379 

75,900 


52 

19 

26 

48 

39 


1-0 

•3 

•4 

•5 


Antrim County, 
Armagh „ 

Cavan ,, 

Donegal „ 

Down „ 


404,015 

179,260 

140,735 

218,334 

293,449 


188 

715 

312 

2,435 

340 


•5 

4- 

2-2 

11-2 

1-6 


Longford „ 


64,501 

84,021 

95,558 

79,771 


243 


3-8 


Fermanagh „ 
Londonderry „ 


92,794 

173,906 


120 

210 


1-3 

1-2 


Meath ,, 

Queen’s „ 


100 

14 


10 

•2 


Monaghan ,, 
Tyrone „ 


114,969 

216,766 


447 

442 


3-9 

2-0 


Westmeath ,, 


78,432 


50 


•G 


Connaught Province : 








Wexford „ 
Wicklow „ 


132,666 

78,697 


70 

35 


•5 


Galway County, 
Leitrim „ 

Mayo „ 


249,720 

95,562 

244,768 


1,935 

967 

10,198 


7-7 

101 

41-7 










Roscommon „ 


140,670 


1,579 


11-2 


Munster Province: 








Sligo ,, 


115,493 


1,095 


9-5 


Clare County, . 


147,864 


49 


•3 


Summary. 








Cork „ 


517,076 


327 


•6 


Leinster Province, 


1,339,451 


967 


•7 


Kerry „ 


196,586 


290 


1-6 


Munster „ 


1,393,485 


950 


•7 








Ulster „ 


1,833,228 


5,209 


2-8 


Limerick „ 


191,936 


55 


•3 


Connaught „ 


846,213 


15,774 


18-G 


Tipperary „ 


216,713 

123,310 


65 


















Waterford „ 


164 


1-3 


Total of Ireland, 


5,412,377 


22,900 


■a 



Nearly three-fourths of the entire number, namely, 15,774, are natives of the Province 
of Connaught. Of these, 10,198 come from the county of Mayo alone, which county, 
furnishes about one-half of all the Irish migratory labourers. The railway returns point 
to a similar conclusion, as ‘taking the railway and port returns together the persons who 
travelled on “ harvestmen^ tickets ” from the Midland Railway stations situated in that 
county amount to 20,254, or nearly one-half of the number returned by the railway autho- 
rities and emigration enumerators combined. In 1841 Mayo was the principal source 
of these migratory labourers, as in that year of the 57,651 temporary emigrants, 10,430 
came from Mayo. The absolute number for Mayo returned to. the Census Commissioners 

* It is also possible that owing to the disturbed state of some parts of the country the people were disin- 
clined to furnish the Constabulary with particulars as to their intended movements. 
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in 1841 was almost exactly the same as that returned to this department in the present 
year, although the relative proportion between Mayo and the rest of Ireland differs 
materially, being now about one-half as compared with about one-fifth in 1841. It 
must not be assumed that all who start from Mayo stations on the Midland Railway 
are natives of that county, as several of the stations in Mayo at which “ harvest- 
men’s tickets” are issued are close to the borders of Sligo and Galway, so that many 
natives of these counties are probably included in the returns from the Mayo stations. 
The 10,1 9 S returned on “ Form M,” Agricultural Statistics, were distributed among the 
various poor law unions in Mayo ; the principal being, Swineford, 4,862; Clafemorris 
1,783 ; Castlebar, 1,158, the numbers being much smaller for the other unions (see 
Table II. and Table in Appendix). The numbers furnished by the other counties of 
Connaught are Galway, 1,935 ; Roscommon, 1,579 ; Sligo, 1,095 ; Leitrim, 967. 

The next province in importance, as to the supply of migratory labourers, is Ulster. 
The total number furnished by Ulster is 5,209, of these 2,435 (or nearly one-half) are 
natives of the county of Donegal. The numbers furnished by the various Poor Law 
Unions in this county were — Dunfanaghy 847, Glenties 552, Inishowen 428, Millford 
316, the other unions furnishing but small numbers. It will be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 2,143, showing that nearly all the 
migratory labourers of Donegal and nearly half of all from Ulster, are natives of the 
very limited area along the Donegal coast comprised in these four unions. Of the 
Ulster counties the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which furnishes 715, of whom 
344 are natives of the No wry, 184 of the Armagh, and 133 of the Castleblayney union, 
making 661 from these three unions alone. The county of Monaghan furnishes 447* 
Tyrone 442, Down 340, Cavan 312, Londonderry 210, Antrim 188, and Fermanagh 120. 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 967 migratory labourers. These are 
principally natives of the counties of Louth, Longford, and Meath, which respectively 
furnish 271, 243, and 100, or about two-thirds of the whole number from this province. 
The numbers furnished by the other counties of Leinster are very small, ranging from 
70 in Wexford to 14 in Queen’s. 

The province of Munster furnishes 950 or almost exactly the same number as 
Leinster. They are distributed as follows, among the various counties : — Cork 327, 
Kerry 290, Waterford 164, Tipperary 65, Limerick 55, Clare 49. 

II. — The proportion which the migratory labourers bear to the population resident 
in the districts from which they come is a matter of more importance than the absolute 
number from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion of migratory labourers 
per 1,000 of the population in 1871 is given. It will be observed that the proportion 
• for the whole of Ireland is but 4 - 2 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is 
found that the proportion in Connaught is so large as 1S'6 per 1,000, in Ulster it is 
28, and in Leinster and Munster but O' 7. 

In Connaught, therefore, the proportion of migratory labourers is so great that their 
movements, and the amount of their earnings, must have a very considerable influence 
on the social and financial condition of the whole province. In Ulster the effect must 
he but slight and practically confined to its north-western portion, while in Leinster 
and Munster the number of labourers who habitually migrate is too small to have any 
appreciable effect on these provinces generally. 

A more exact analysis of the numbers furnished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the proportion of migratory labourers to the population reached the large number of 
41 '7 per 1,000 ; in Roscommon it was 11 -2 ; in Leitrim, 10T; in Sligo, 9 - 5 ; in Galway, 7 *7. 

In Ulster, the proportion reached 11 ’2 in Donegal, but in all other counties it was insig- 
nificant except Armagh where it reached 4', and Monaghan where it reached 3‘9 per 1,000. 

In Leinster the only counties where the number exceeded 1 per 1,000 were 
Longford and Louth, where the ratios were 3‘8 and 3‘2 respectively. 

In all the counties of Munster the numbers were so small that they were not likely 
to have any important general effect. 

The following are therefore the counties in which the influence of the migration 
of labourers is most likely to be felt, and where the proportion is equal to or exceeds 
10 per 1,000 of the population : — 

Mayo, . . .41-7 per 1,000. I Donegal, . . 11 ‘2 per 1,000. 

Roscommon, . . 11*2 ,, [ Leitrim, . . 10T ,, 

In the following counties the number appears to be sufficiently large to produce 
appreciable effects : — 

Sligo, . .9*5 per 1,000. I Monaghan, . 3-9 per 1,000. 

\ • Gal-way, . . 7-7 „ I Longford, .* 3-8 „ 

• ■ Armagh, . . 4-0 ,, | Louth, . . 3 2 ,, 
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Table IL — Showing by Poor Law Unions the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, whose 
usual Residence is situated therein ; with the Proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 of the 
Population. 




Law Unions 



Antrim, . 

Louth and Meath, . - . 

Armagh and Tyrone, 

Westmeath & Roscommon, 

Kildare aYid Queen's, ' . 

Cavan, .... 

Mayo and Sligo, 

Galway and Roscommon, . 

Galway and Mayo, . 

Longford and Westmeath, 

Antrim and Londonderry, 

Donegal, Fermanagh and 

Clare' '. ! 1 

Dublin 

Carlow.Kildare & Wicklow, 

Armagh and Down, . 

Cork, .... 

Cork, . . . 

Cavan and Leitrim, . 

Antrim and Down, . 

Tipperary, 

Roscommon and Sligo, 

Kerry, .... 

K ilkenny and Tipperary, . 

Carlow, Kildare & Queen’s, 

Monaghan, . . . , 

Leitrim and Roscommon, . 28,115 

Kilkenny, Tipperary, and 

Waterford, . . . 28,113 

Tipperary, . . 29,275 

Mayo, .... 32,171 

Armagh and Monaghan, . 39,584 

Kilkenny, . . . 14,302 

Tyrone, .... 16,311 

Mayo and Roscommon, . 44,722 

Cork, .... 14,326 

Cavan, .... 53,558 

Dublin, Kildare, & Meath, 18,114 

Mayo 31.300 

Galway, .... 25,231 

'l'ipporary and Waterford, . 22,104 

Monaghan and Tyrone, . 2.5,199 

Cork 26,849 

Fermanagh and Monaghan, 23,207 

Tipperary and Waterford, . 24,232 

Antrim and Londonderry, . 38,800 

Tyrone, .... 34,661 

Cavan and Monaghan, . 31,631 

Cork, .... 1 18,879 

Claro, .... 7,095 

Limerick,. . . . 17,061 

Westmeath, . . ' . 11,789 

Kerry, 20,245 



19,949 

35,928 

22.282 

.72,384 

33,612 

‘ 80,144 

22,062 

30,911 

24,291 

29,295 

18,507 

18,788 

71,466 

38,478 



35,374 

19.713 
32,655 
21,953 
18,348 
21,426 
3088 
12,211 
10,242 
44,443 
13,399 
35,471 
35,978 
24,594 
34,401 
1 7,118 
27,822 
79,248 

59.714 
18,827 
22,945 



Inishowen, 
Irvin eetown, 
Kanturk, 



Donegal, . 

Fermanagh and Tyrone, 
<3ork, 

Cavan and Meath, . . 

Kilkenny, , 

Clare, 

Waterford, 

Cork and Limerick. . 
Clare, 

Cork, 

Antrim, . 

Donegal, . 

Londonderry, . 

Glare and Limerick, . 
Antrim and Down, . 
Waterford, 

Fermanagh, 

Donegal and Londonderry 
Lengford, . 

Galway, . 

Antrim, Armagh, & Down 
Cork, . . . 

Londonderry, . 

Cork, 

Leitrim, . 

Cork, 

Cork, . 

Cork and Limerick, . 
Leitrim, . 

Monaghan, 

Galway, . 

King’s and Queen’s, . 
Westmeath, 

Kildare and Wicklow, 
Meath, . 

Tipperary, 

Limerick, . . 

Mayo, 

Carlow, Kilkenny, and Wex 
ford, . . . 

Armagh and Down, . 

Cavan and Meath, 

Galway, . 

King's and Tipperary, 
Galway, . 

Dublin and Wicklow, 
Wicklow, , 

Limerick, 

Galway and Roscommon, 
King’s, Queen's, and 
Tipperary, 

Clare and Galway, . 
Carlow, Wexford, & Wick 

Cork, . . . 

Cork, 

Sligo, 

Donegal and Tyrone, 
Donegal, . 

Roscommon, ". 

Mayo, 

Kilkenny, 

Tipperary, 

Limerick and Tipperary, 



Armagh, . 
Athlone, . 
Atby, 

BaiUeborougb, 
Ballina, . 

Ballinrobe, 
Bally castle, 
Bollymahon, 
Ballymena, 
Ballymoney, 

Ballyvaglinn, 
Bnlrothery, 
Baltingloss, 
Banbndge, 
Bandon, . 



Kilkeel, . 
Kilkenny, 
Killadysert, 
Killala, . 
Killarney, 
K"i'. i:: ;.c I hr, Hi; 

Kilmallock, 
Kiirujh, . 



Letterkenny, 

Limavady, 

Limerick. 

Lisburn, . 

Lismore, . 

Lisnaskea, 

Listowel, 

Londonderry, 

Longford, 

Loughrea, 

Lutg&a, . 

Macroom, 

Magherafelt, 

Mallow, . 

Manorhamilton 

Middleton, 

Millford, . 

Millstrcet, 

Mitchelatown, 

Mohill, . 

Monaghan, 

Mounthallew, 

Mouutmellick, 

Mullingar, 

Naas, 

Newcastle, 
Newport, . 

New Ross, 

Newtown ards, 

Oldcastlc, 

Omagh, . 

Oughterard, 

Parsonstown, 

Portumna, 

Rathdown, 

Rathdrnm, 

Kathkcale, 

Roscommon, 

Roscrea, . 

Scarriff, . , 



65,768 

25,739 

16,330 

24,006 

202,641 

16,758 

11,510 

44,240 

25,148 

20,764 

45,734 



Belfast, ’. 

Belmullet, 
Borrisokane, . 
Bovle, . 
Cafiersiveen, . 
Callan, . 

Carlow, . 
Carrickmnoross, 
Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Carrick-on-Snir, 



29,530 

26.403 
69,916 
30,544 
58,747 
30,595 
30,667 

80.404 
25:819 
14,592 
20,745 
27,715 
40,828 
18,423 
87,165 
36,837 
44,145 
19,311 
33,206 
80,337 
16,061 

39,946 

72,079 

48,231 

21,471 

47,139 

19,572 

32,261 

12,906 



Cashel, . 
Castlebar, 
Castleblayney, . 
Castlecomer, . 
Castlederg, 
Castlereagh, . 
Castletown, 
Cavan, . 
Ceibridgo, . 
Claremorris, . 
Clifden, . 
Clogheen, 
Clogher, . 
CJonakilty, 

Clonmel, . 
Coleraine, 
Cookstown, 
Cootehill, 

Cork, . 
Corrofin, . 
Croom, . 

Dingle, . 
Donaghmore, . 
Donegal, . 
Downpatrick, . 
Drogheda, 
Dromon), West, 
Dublin, North, 
Dublin, South, 



17,884 
22,4 S8 

20,034 

14,151 

17,787 

31,385 

13,139 

47,760 

39,510 

18,611 

•2o.3-15 

53,055 

18,817 

31,499 

42,931 

26,724 

49,825 

19,541 

41,824 

13,892 

, J3/.2o 

12,716 

57,307 

24,766 

40,640 

21,959 



Louth’ and Meath, 



Skibbereen, 

Skull, . 

Sligo, 

Strabane, 

Stranorlar, 

Strokcstown, 

Swinoford, 

Thomastown, 

Thurles, . 

Tipperary, 

ToWcurry. 

Tralee, . 



Dublin, . 1 

Dublin, . . . - 

Armagh, Loath, and Mon- 
aghan, . 

Donegal, . . . 



Dunfanaghy, 

Dungannon, 

Dungarvan, 

D unman way, 

Duushaughlin 

Kdenderry, 

Knniscorthy, 

Enniskillen, 



Cork, 

Dublin and Meath, . 

Kildare, King’s, and Meath 
Clare, . . • . 

t urlow and Wexford, 
Cavan, Fermanagh, and 
Tyrone, 

Claro, 

Cork, 

Galway, . . . 

Donegal, . . . • 

Kerry and.Limerick, 
Wexford, . 

Galway, . . . ' 

Tyrone, 

I (ivan, Longford, and Wes 



Trim, 

Tuam, 

Tulla, . 

Tullamore, 

Urlingford, 

Waterford, 

W estport, 

Wexford, 

Youghai,. 



Meath, 

Galway, , . 

Clare, 

I King's and Weitmeath, 
Kilkenny and Tipporary, 
Kilkenny and Waterford, 
Mayo, 

Wexford, . 

Cork and Waterford, 



2G.355 

32,790 

44,022 

20,274 

•37,930 

14,899 

23,261 

17,693 

15.546 

33,633 



Fermoy, . 
Galway, . 
Gle.nnamaddy, 
Glenties, . 
Glin, . 
Gorey, , 
Gort, 

Granard, . 



6,412,377 
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The following statement shows by Poor Law Unions the proportion of migratory 
labourers in all those districts where it exceeds 10 per 1,000 of the population. 



Took Law Unions. 


Counties in which situated. 


Kate 

1,000. 


Poon Law Unions. 


Counties in which situated. 


Kate 

per 

1,000. 


Swineford, 
Claremorris, 
Dunfannghy, 
Castlebar, . 
Newport, . 
Castlereagh, 

Sligo, 

G-lennamaddy, . 
Ballina, 

Tuam, 


Mayo, 

Do., . 

Donegal, . 

Mayo, 

Do., 

Mayo and Roscom- 
mon, . 

'Sligo, 

Galway, . 

Mayo and Sligo, 
Galway, . 


91-6 

57-0 

51-4 

3G-0 

34-5 

29-5 

25-8 

23-7 

17-7 

17-2 


Bahnullet, . 

Glentics, . 

Westport, . 

Mountbellcw, 

Ballinrobe, 

Carrick-on-Shannon, . 

Millford, . 
Inisliowen, 
Mauorhamilton, . 


Mayo, 

Donegal, . 

Mayo, 

Galway, . 

Galway and Mayo, . 
Leitrim and Roscom- 

Donegal,; 

Do. 

Leitrim, . 


16-8 

14-6 

141 

13-5 

13-3 

12-4 

12-2 

12-1 

11-0 



It will be observed that in Swineford Union the number reaches nearly 10 per. cent, 
of the population. 

The proportion of migratory labourers to the adult male population is an important 
element. This is shown in Table III., and the results are still more striking than 
when the numbers are viewed merely in relation to the total population. 

In this statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable light for it is found that 
no less than 173 per cent, of the adult male population usually seek employment at a 
distance from then homes. In no other county in Ireland does the proportion reach 
5 per cent. 

In Roscommon the proportion is 4'5 per cent; in Donegal, 4'4 ; in Leitrim, 4 - l ; in 
Sligo, 3*9 ; in Galway, 3’1 ; in Armagh, 1*6 ; in Monaghan, 1*5 ; in Longford, 1-4 ; in 
Louth, 1*2; in no other county does it reach 1 per cent. 



Table III. — Showing for each. County and Province the. Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers whose 
usual Residence is situated therein; the Total Number of Males Twenty years of age and upwards, according 
to the Census of 1871, and the proportion of Migratory Labourers to the latter number. 



Provinces and Commas. 


Number of 
Midas 30 years 


Mlgpitory Agricultural 
Labourers. 


PnOVINCBS AND COUNTIES, 


Numbor of 
Males 30 years 




Labourers. 


upwards. 


Numbor. 


Rato 
per coat. 


upwards. 


Number. 


pefrent. 


Leinster Province : 








Ulster Province : 








Carlow County, 


' 14,380 


52 


0-4 


Antrim County, 


96,156 


N 188 


0-2 


Dublin „ 


108,146 


19 


— 


Armagh „ 


44,469 


715 


1-6 


Kildare „ 


26,439 


26 


01 


Cavan „ 


37,276 


312 


0-8 


Kilkenny „ 


30,318 


48 


0-2 


Donegal „ 


55,418 


2,435 


4-4 




22,219 


39 


0-2 


Down „ 


72,143 


340 


0-5 


Longford ,, 


17,377 


243 


1-4 


Fermanagh „ 


24,585 


120 


0-5 


Louth „ 


23,008 


271 


1-2 


Londonderry „ 


44,400 


210 


0-5 


Meath ,, 


28,310 


100 


0-4 


Monaghan ; ,, 


30,102 


447 


1-5 


Queen’s ,, 


22,897 


14 


0-1 


Tyrone „ 


56,997 


442 


0-8 


Westmeath „ 


22,510 


50 


0-2 










Wexford „ 


37,489 


■ 70 


0-2 


Connaught Province : 








Wicklow „ 


21,715. 


; 35 


0-2 


Galway County, 


61,674 


1,935 


3-1 










Leitrim „ 


23, 714 


967 












Mayo „ 


68,788 


10,198 


17-3 










Roscommon „ 


34,932 


1,579 


4-5 


Munster Province : 








Sligo „ 


28,206 


1,095 


3-9 


Clare County, 


37,583 


49 


0-1 










Cork „ • . 


135,789 


327 


0-2 


Summary. 








Kerry „ 


47,692 


290 


0-6 


Leinster Province, . 


374,808 


967 


0-3 


Limerick „ 


49,295 


. 55 


0-1 


Munster „ 


362,042 


950 




Tipperary „ 


59,141 


65 


0-1 


Ulster „ 


461,545 


5,209 


1-1 


Waterford „ 


32,542 


164 


0-5 


Connaught „ 


207,314 


15,774 


7-6 










Total op Ireland, . 


1,405,710 


22,900 


1-6 
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III . — The social position of the Irish Migratory Labourer at home is best estimated by 
the fact of his being or not being a landholder, and, if a landholder, by the extent of his 
holding. Table IV contains the required information, from which it appears that of the 
22,900 Irish migratory labourers 15,207 or 66-41 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-centage for each of the four provinces of migratory labourers who are not land- 
holders is as follows : — 



Connaught, 

Ulster, 

Leinster, 

Munster, 



61-09 

76-52 

79-83 

85-58 



Thus the landholding migratory labourers are proportionally much more numerous 
in Connaught than elsewhere. Again, the average amount of land held by those who 
are landholders is greater in Connaught than elsewhere. The number of landholders ; 
the number having over five acres ; the number with holdings under five acres ; and 
the per-centage of holdings under five acres are as follow : — 





Number of Migratory- 
Labourers who are Landholders. 


Holders of 
over five acres. 


Under five acres. 


Fer-centagc 
under five acres. 


Connaught, . 


6,138 


5,484 


654 


10-65 


Ulster, 


1,223 


953 


270 


22-08 


Munster, 


. . 137 


92 


45 


32-85 


Leinster, 


. 195 


106 


89 


45-64 



A further reference to Table IV. will show that it is only in Connaught that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers hold farms exceeding an area of fifteen 
acres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must be taken into consideration. For example, in two instances the labourers are 
returned as occupiers of farms 700 and 205 acres, but on inquiry it was found that 
these holdings were only valued respectively at 2 \d. and 2|cZ. per acre. A similar 
case is returned from the county of Donegal, one man holding 350 acres valued, how- 
ever, at only 2 d. per acre. 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions that the conditions of the 
migratory labourers in relation to the land bear pretty much the same ratios as when 
considered by provinces. The proportions no doubt vary within small limits, as will be 
seen by inspection of the Table in the Appendix, Mayo in this, as in nearly all other 
instances, shows the maximum of anomaly. Of the 10,198 natives of Mayo, 4,518, or 
44 - 30 per cent., are landholders, and of these 4,518 only 404, or 8 - 94 per cent., occupied 
holdings not exceeding five acres. 



Table IV. — Showing, by Provinces, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, not Land- 
holders ; also the number having Land, and the Area o£ their Holdings. 



Classification of Holdings in 
Statute Acres. 


PEG VINCES. 


Total of Ireland. 


Leinster. 


Munster. 


Ulster. . 


Comuraght. 


No. of Migratory Agricultural 












Labourers not Landholders, 


772 


813 


3,986 


9,636 


15,207 


No. having: — 


















Holdings not exceeding 


1 acre, 


26 


18 


10 


33 


87 


Do. above 1 




2 acres, . 


. 15 


9 


31 


104 


159 


Do. „ 2 






3 „ 


11 


7 , 


46 


89 


153 


Do. „ 3 




& 


4 „ 


19 


5 


81 


194 


299 


Do. „ 4 




* 


5 „ 


18 


6 


102 


234 


360 


Total No. not exceeding 5 acres, 


89 


45 


270 


654 


1,058 


Holdings above 5~| 




("10 acres, 


54 


30 


461 


2,141 


2,686 


Do. „ 10 


, 


15 „ . 


33 


13 


203 


1,699 


1,948 


Do. „ 15 




20 „ . 


13 


9 


141 


956 


1,119 


Do. „ 20 


ii 


■25 „ . 


3 


7 


46 


333 


389 


Do. „ 25 




30 „ . 


2 


8 


33 


187 


230 


Do. „ 30j 




.40 „ . 


1 


7 


27 


100 


135 


Do. above 40 acres, 


— 


18 


42 


68 


128' 


Gross Total, 








967 


950 


5,209 


15,774 


22,900 



B 2 
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IV . — The destination of tlio migratory labourers is the next point requiring special at- 
tention. The following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 



1*10710003. 


Elsewhere In Ireland. 


England. 


Scotland. 


Leinster, 


361 


525 


81 


Munster, 


G19 


320 


11 


Ulster, . . 


849 


1,580 


2,780 


Connaught, . 


\ 319 | 


14*556 


899 


Total, ’ 


< 2 >) 48 ! 


16J981 


3,771 



It appeal's that 74*15 per cent, sought work in England, 16*47 per cent, in Scotland, 
and 9*38 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster of the 967 labourers, 606 sought 
employment in Great Britain, and 361, or 37*33 per cent., in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 950 labourers only 331 sought work in Great Britain, while 619, 
or 65*16 per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster, of the 5,209 labourers 4,360 sought work in Great Britain (1,580 in England, 
and 2,780 in Scotland), while S49, or 16*30 per cent., sought employment in Ireland. 

In Connaught, of the 15,774, 15,455 sought work in Great Britain -(only 899 of these 
in Scotland), and but 319, or 2*03 per cent, in other parts of Ireland.* 

it thus seems that as a social and commercial institution the annual migration of 
agricultural labourers from Leinster and Munster is of Tittle consequence, especially as 
more than one-half of the labourers leaving their homes in these provinces to seek 
employment as agricultural labourers, merely move to other parts of Ireland. A similar 
practice prevails in the other divisions of the United Kingdom, where harvest labourers 
move about from place to place during the Summer and Autumn months. In Con- 
naught and the north-west of Ulster the case is entirely different, for here we find 
large numbers annually leaving their homes in pursuit of agricultural work in Great 
Britain. The social influences of such an annual movement of the population must bo 
very great. 

It is not within the scope of this Report to point to any social disturbances whicli 
may arise in consequence of a. large proportion of the population of a district pursuing 
the precarious and unsettled life of “ migratory .agricultural labourer.” 

The county of Mayo presents the extreme of the peculiarities depending upon this 
curious example of social economy. In this county we find that at least 41*7 per 1,000 
of the population habitually migrate, nearly all to Great Britain, in order to obtain an 
essential portion of their livelihood, that these migratory labourers constitute 17*3 per 
cent, of the adult male population, that 44*30 per cent, are landholders, and of these 
only 8*9 per cent, are occupiers of the smallest class of holdings, and that although 
Mayo is the most remote of the Irish counties which furnish migratory labourers in large 
numbers, yet the proportion of these who proceed to Great Britain, especially England, 
is greater than in any other county in Ireland. 

Mayo is an extreme case, but any social peculiarities which are produced by this 
peculiar institution must also be felt in Roscommon, Donegal, and Leitrim, and to a less 
extent in parts of Sligo, Galway, Armagh, Monaghan, Longford, and Louth. 

Comparing the results of this inquiry with those obtained in the year 1841, it appears 
that the vocation of migratory labourer has almost disappeared from many parts of 
Ireland, but that in the west and north-west the occupation is still followed, and with 
apparently little change in those districts, and that women have almost altogether 
abandoned this occupation since 1841, there being only thirty-five enumerated in 1880 
compared with 7,740 temporary emigrants in 1841. 

The foregoing statement has necessarily many imperfections owing to the extremely 
irregular nature of the occupation of the persons Concerning whom inquiries were -made. 
I believe, however, the information is of as substantial and accurate a character as can 
be obtained, and may be taken as fairly setting forth the principal facts which are well 
established in connexion with the Irish Migratory Agricultural Labourers. 



To T. H. Burke, Esq., 
tJnder-Secretary, &c., &c., 
Dublin Castle. 



I remain, Sir, your’s obediently, 

T. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 
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APPENDIX. 



Table showing, by Counties and Pool - Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, whose usual Residence is 
situated therein ; the Area of their Holdings in Statute Acres ; the place in which they sought or intended to seek Employ- 
ment ; and the Number who had not left their Homes at the time (month of June, 1880) the Enumerators took the Returns. 



Province of Leinster. 



Carlow County. 

Baltingwss, part of, 

Enniscorthy, „ . 

New Koss, „ ■ 

SllUXULAOB, „ 



Dublin County. 

Balrothery, 
Oelmudgb, part of, . . 
Dudli><, North, . 
Durum, South, . 
Dunsu aughlin, part of, 
Rath down, „ . 



I Kildare County. 

Atby, part of, 



King's County. 

Edendrrry, part of, . 
Mounthf.li.ick, „ ' . 

Parsomstown, „ [ . 

ItOSCREA, „ ‘ . 

I “1'ULDAMORE, „ _ . 



Iiongford County. 

BAU.YJUHON, part of, . 
Longford, . ' . 



tenth County. 

Ardee, part of, 
Drogheda, „ 
Dundalk, „ 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, & c. continued 




MrDDLETON, 

MiLLsiaerr, part of, . 

MlTCHElSTOWH, „ .1 45 

YotoHil, . . . I 



Iotaioh Cork Co.,E.R.| 125 
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Tablet showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, &o. — continued. 




Limerick County. 

Groom, . 

Sun, part of, 

Kn.MiU.0CK, „ 

Mitchkistowk, „ 
Newcastle . 

RiTBKEiLE, . 

Tipperary, part of. 



Tipperary Co., H.S 

Borrisokake, , 
Parsonstown, part of, 

Tipperary, part of. 



Tipperary Co., B.K. 

Callan, part of, 

Carrick-on-Scir, „ 

Cr.OGHp.EN, part of, 
Clonmel, „ . 



Waterford County. 

CiRRICK-ON-SUlR.pt. of, 

Closhken, „ 

Dokoarvar, . 
Kilmacthomas, . 

IilSUORE,' . 

Waterford, part of, . 
Youghal, „ 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, &a.— continued 

Province of Ulster. 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory AgriculturaJ ] 




14 23 47 263 222 140 



49 133 137 404 1,567 1,380 716 



36 111 60 

10 10 7 

7 17 16 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, <fcc. — continued. 
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8 

| 
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a 
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5 


•d 

J 

1 


i 

1 

3 

5 

j 


I 


Sligo County. 

Ballika, part of, . 


. 31 






i 


• 


4 


5 


8 

12 




3 






} 




51 


44 






7(9 
















9 












168 


151 


17 




































79 








Sligo, .... 






1 










51 






10 








107 


•19 








TOBERCURRY, 


4UI 




- 


















4 


090 


678 


13 




172 


Total ok Slioo Co.,. 


700 




3 


7 


a 


26 


•III 


85 




,7 


12 


II) 


14 


ai 


1,095 


994 


86 


15 


352 












SUMMARY BY PROVINCES. 
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Leinster, 


772 


2i; 




11 


19 


in 


un 


54 


■a 


13 


3 




1 




967 


525 


81 


361 




JIusster, . 


813 


18 




7 


5 


« 


45 


30 


13 


9 


7 


« 


7 


in 


950 


320 


" 


619 




1'i.ster, 


3,9116 


10 


31 


48 


III 


102 


270 


461 




111 


10 


33 


-7 




5,209 


1,580 


2,780 


849 




CoNNAumrr, . 


9,638 


33 


104 


nit 


191 


234 


654 


2,141 


1,6.69 


956 


333 


187 


100 


cit 


15,774 


14,556 


899 


319 






15,207 


87 


159 


153 




:«iu 


1,058 


2,6116 


1,948 


1.119 


389 


230 
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a Comprising ono of 48. two of Si), throo of 00, and our of 110 acres. 
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